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A PUBLICATION OF THE IOWA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE 
Volume 10 Number 1 December 1972 
Dear Iowa Science Teacher: 
I am pleased to be a part of science education 
in Iowa. Since my employment with the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction in early September 
I have met many fine science teachers in Iowa. 
Just a few words about my educational back-
ground . I att ended elementary and secondary 
schools in west central Illinois. I received 
my first two degrees from Western Illinois 
Uni versity in Macomb, Illinois. Last May I 
recei ved by doctorate i n sci ence educati on 
f rom the Uni versi ty of Northern Colorado in 
Greeley, Col orado. 
My t hrust in science educati on i n Iowa will be 
aimed at the classroom teacher. I hope to be 
able to make service avai lable to the class-
room teacher by using key classroom teachers 
i n Iowa. 
I l ook forward to meeting all you teachers, 
i nvolved i n teaching science, in the coming 
months. 
If I can be of service to you, please contact 
me at the Grimes Bui lding in Des Moines or 
ca l l 515-281-3264. 
Gary E. Downs 
Consultant , Sci ence Education 
Di vision of Curri culum 
A LEARNI NG ACTIVITY PACKAGE APPROACH TO 
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE 
Jerry Cunni ngham 
Ross Iverson 
Mill er Juni or High School 
Marshalltown, Iowa 50158 
Introducti on 
When Sput nik went up so did the status of science 
in American schools and with the status came 
money and man power . The money came to indivi-
dua l classrooms as equi pment and better trained 
teachers . A great deal of money and man-power 
went into developing curri culum projects . While 
most of these projects are very good, they -are 
not -always appropriate for specific times and 
places. The projects did provide a great many 
materi als to choose from. Our classrooms were 
specific places and we had a desire to give our 
students the best possible science experience in 
the seventh and eighth grades. Our goals were 
to have a low-structured student centered program 
that made the best use of our physical facility, 
equipment, and teacher power. As a result, we 
fonnulated a design which included a fonnat, 
procedures, and a set of materials. 
We feel that our design is adaptable to many 
situations and may provide some ideas for you. 
The courses we teach are expl oratory. We hope 
to _offer t~e student a wide vari ety of new 
experi ences while devel oping a continuing interest 
in the study of science and a systemati c approach 
to solvi ng probl ems. 
Procedure and Phi losophy 
We use a "learning Activity Package 11 (LAP) 
approach coupled with some lecture and use of 
many films. The course is predominantly 
laboratory oriented. The heart of the program 
centers on the LAP and the way it is used. An 
